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The Logbook:
The Adventure Continues!
by Matt Clarke

Living the adventure is what diving is about! In this article, several of the
Dutchess Diving Center dive leaders summarize our dive activities for this
year and provide a preview of those to come.

e flew into Fort Lauderdale on
a Friday evening. The next

morning we made the 30 minute drive
to Miami's South Beach to board the

and begin our cruise. We
were greeted by an outgoing Captain
and Crew who would become our
friends and dive buddies during the
week.
We cleared customs in Bimini then
started our week of incredible diving
with two dives and a night dive off of

Bimini Island. Then we sailed overnight and began the next day at Four
Mile Reef, then moved to Memory Rock and Crystal Palace. The marine
life and coral formations were outstanding. Later that afternoon and
evening, we dove the Sugar Wreck. No one will believe that so much life
could be found in that one spot. We saw stingrays, turtles, barracuda, nurse
sharks, surgeon fish, blue tang, angel fish, the list could go on and on.
Each dive site over the course of the week,

etc. was a unique experience and seemed to be
untouched. The accommodations were comfortable, the food was plentiful
and outstanding. Red, the cook, was a real character.
The shark dive was a true adrenaline rush. The reef sharks were big,
impressive and gorgeous. This was a dive not to be missed! The talk at the
dinner table that night was all about the sharks!

Theo's Wreck was just the experience to top off the week. She lay in 110
feet of water and was just majestic. Later that day, the

provided us with two more dives before we headed home. During
this trip, two divers earned their Open Water Diver Certification, four
earned their Advanced Open Water Certification, and one became Nitrox
certified.As we headed into Miami, we wished we could just start the week
all over again

Cruising the Bahamas: June 2000

W
Sea Fever

El Capitan, Mysterious Reef,
Ciro's Place, Mt. Olympus,

Angel Campano
Wreck

Bud Fouchet and Mary Ellen Moore
exploring the .Sugar Wreck

This summer
has seen a lot

of activity around
the store. If you

have not had the opportunity to stop by
lately, come on by and see the changes we
have made. The displays have been
changed and we feature some new
equipment. In addition, Mike McManigal
has joined our staff and will help us to
provide better turn around in our
maintenance service. Glenn Colton and
Brent Will iams have joined our
instructional staff and can offer a full range
of PADI and SDI courses. Both also offer
TDI Nitrox. In addition, Glenn can offer
TDI Advanced Nitrox and Extended Range
Diver courses.
Brad Burchell and Matt Clarke can also,
now offer courses for Scuba Diving
International (SDI) in addition to their SSI
courses. Matt also received his certification
to offer Nitrox courses for TDI (Technical
Diving International) along with his SSI
courses.
As you will see in the newsletter, we have
offered a full range of dive travel
opportunities. Finally, check out the last
page for a terrific opportunity to purchase
your own gear.



Bottom Times September 2000 Page 2

North Carolina Wreck Diving.

Cape Ann - Northeast Diving.

The warm clear water of the North
Carolina Gulf Stream offered

some awesome wreck diving for the
15 of us that traveled there from
Dutchess Diving Center on our July
10th trip! It was only about a 12 hour
drive down the east coast.
The average water temperature was
80 degrees on the surface and 74
degrees at depth, with visibility
typically 40 - 80 ft. The main attrac-
tions were the wrecks and large fish.
The abundant marine life and
numerous shipwrecks offered some
really great diving.
Here are some of the wrecks that we
dove throughout the week.

Sank in August of 1988 as an
artificial reef. She lies in 120 feet of
water and is 409 feet long. This wreck
is a good multilevel dive.

A U.S. Navy landing craft
repair ship, she was sunk in 1992 as
part of the artificial reef program. It
lies in 65 feet and is excellent for
"light zone" penetration.

This German submarine is
North Carolina's most popular wreck
dive. On May 9, 1942 she attacked the
US Coast Guard cutter Her
torpedo exploded prematurely,
revealing her presence and leading to
her demise. Today, the submarine lies
in 121 feet of water.

She was torpedoed by the
on April 9, 1942. Maximum

depth is 130 feet and rises to about 80
feet, this made it possible to maxi-
mize bottom time so we could spend
time with it's many tiger sharks and
large schools of jacks.

Was torpedoed by the
March 11, 1942. Maximum depth

is 85 feet. It is a great second dive and
has a large number of sharks on it.
Many of us found shark teeth lying on
the upper deck.
Everyone said they had a great time.
Most want to go back next year!

Aeolus.

Indra.

U-352.

Icarus.

Atlas. U-
552

Caribsea. U-
158

-Glenn Colton

We just got back and we're going
again! The Cape Ann weather

was great. Water temperatures varied
from 67 F to 54 F.

Sixteen divers joined me for some
easy diving on the , a
Liberty Ship, on

, and the
. We even did a night dive

Friday night at in
Rockport. We saw squid, jellyfish,
skates, eels, flounder, shrimp, sea
raven, cod and stripers, just to name a
few. I had the fish eating out my hands
at Folly Cove. On Saturday night at
the Gull restaurant I presented my
newest diver with her certificate. All
in all we had a great time with great
friends and I want to thank them for
joining us for this trip.
This trip was so much fun that we
plan another trip to CapeAnn this fall.
Two of the featured dives on this trip
might be a visit the
(75' to 100' depth on the stern half of
the tanker sitting upright on the
bottom) and the wreck of the
(a wooden fishing trawler sitting
upright on the bottom in 80' to 100').
To make these dives you be an
Advanced diver or in training with an
instructor. We will also ask that all
divers carry a pony bottle. Contact the
us for more information and to sign
up. Now, lets go back September 29 ,
30 & October 1 .
.
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Charles Haight
Folly Cove East

Wall Paddock Rock USS New
Hampshire

Back Beach

Chester Polling

Nina T

-Brad Burchell

The water felt fine
to me even though my dry suit leaked
and I got a little wet.

Adventure: Con't from Page 1

Training Schedule
Open Water Diver:

Advanced Open Water Diver

Rescue Diver

Nitrox

Dan O Provider

Dive Master

Underwater Photography

Sept. 9, 16, 23 -training dives
Sept. 30 - Matt Clarke

Sept 11, 18, 25 classes, 9/14,
21, 28 pool - Glenn
Colton.

Sept. 9, 16, 23 - Brent
Williams

Oct. 14, 21, 28 -training dives
Nov. 4 - Matt Clarke

Sep 20 - Glenn Colton

Aug 31, Sep 7 - Glenn Colton
Dec. 1 (class), Dec. 2 (pool) -

Matt Clarke

Nov 16, 17 - Matt Clarke
Jan 11, 12 - Matt Clarke

Aug 30, Brad Burchell

Oct. 18 - Glenn Colton

2

Oct 6, 13, 27 & Nov 3 - Matt
Clarke
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Bonaire, Captain Don's
Habitat November 1 - 8

Join us for a trip to the shore diving
capital of the world. We will be
spending 8 days & 7 nights at Captain
Don's Habitat, Bonaire, N.A.
Captain Don's Habitat is the home of
Diving Freedom, 24 hours a day, 365
days a year! It features the most
flexible dive schedule of any
operation in Bonaire. Tanks are
available whenever you want to dive,
n o r e s e r v a t i o n s n e e d e d .
Alternatively, take as many tanks as
you like to explore Bonaire's many
well-marked shore dives.
After diving, or between dives,
Habitat has a fresh water pool and a
small secluded beach. Dining at Rum
Runners won't take you far from the
sea as you enjoy the view from the
terrace at the water's edge. At night,
the Deco Bar comes alive with divers

telling tales and dancingo the smooth
Caribbean rhythms.
If you want activities to complement
diving, Bonaire is a paradise for
kayaking, windsurfing, sailing, or,
cycling.You can also arrange a tour of
Washington Park to observe
flamingos and iguanas in their natural
environment.

2 Bedroom Cottage (Quad Occ)
$1387 Diver
$1082 Non-diver

Villa (Double Occ)
$1441 Diver
$1135 Non-Diver

Price includes r/t air from Newark,
buffet breakfast daily, 12 boat dives,

I have just returned from a week's
vacation in Bonaire. The reefs were in
really great shape and the marine life
was thriving. The night diving is
great! Just get your tanks at the dock
and do a giant stride, swim 10 to 15
yards and descend. Each night I was
accompanied by a 3 to 4 foot Tarpon
who used my light to find his prey.
You should find squid, lobster,
grouper, octopus, and a variety of
shrimp all over the place. Don't miss
this opportunity!

Pricing is as follows:

unlimited shore diving, tanks, weights,
all Gov't Taxes, service charges & a rum
punch party! See Brochure for more
details.

-Glenn Colton

-Matt Clarke

Post Script

Future Travel Plans
Look for the announcement of these trips:
1. September 29, 30 & Oct. 1, Cape Ann, $279 per diver, $139 per non-

diver (diving & lodging).
2. Nov. 9 - 13, 3 days of diving in Fort Lauderdale, $660 pp/double

occ., non-diver $410 (airfare, hotel, diving).
3. February 17 - 24, Cayman Brac, 8 days, 7 nights, 3 boat dives per

day, all inclusive, $2150 pp, double occ., non-diver $1670.
4. July 13 - 20, 2001, Sea Fever Bahamas Live aboard, dive the Cay Sal

Bank, all inclusive, unlimited diving, $1624 pp., non-diver $1424.
5. July 2001, North Carolina, $340 includes diving, tax and tip.


